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WELCOME TO THE
ROYALS ACADEMY




OUR COACHES

Blair Scoullar

ACADEMY DIRECTOR

OFC/NZF B LICENCE

Former New Zealand U20/ U23 & All White, Blair is a
former professional player who has spent the last 4
years learning and developing with Olé Football
Academy ( NZ's longest running private football
academy ) as a full time coach, recruitment and
spearheading national ID camps.

Blair works with all the age groups, both boys and
girls from U8s through to the Mens and Womens
Spaces.

Graeme Smaill

DCR WOMENS DIRECTOR OF FOOTBALL/

ROYALS WPL/SL COACH/ SOUTHERN UTD ASST.COACH
OFC/ NZF B LICENCE

Graeme’s focus in life has been contributing to the
communities he has been associated with, through 35
years of policing, and 23 years of coaching. Graeme’s
coaching passion is focused in the female space, with
the last 16 years being dedicated to coaching, nurturing
and empowering both junior and senior female players.
Graeme’s philosophy includes creating an enjoyable
and fun environment for players’ to enjoy, while helping
them develop both football and life skills.

Danny Ledwith

SOUTHERN UNITED U17 COACH

OFC/NZF A LICENCE/ UEFA B LICENCE

Danny has professional playing experience both
back in Ireland and here in New Zealand in the
National League. He completed his UEFA B
Licence in 2012, and has recently completed his
OFC/NZF A Licence in 2023. Danny's passion is
youth development - and has coached at
academy level in Ireland & New Zealand. His
philosophy for youth football is designed around
each individual reaching the highest level possible,
and providing a challenging, but rewarding
environment to do so.

Richard Murray

DCR MENS DIRECTOR OF FOOTBALL/
ROYALS SL COACH

OFC/ NZF B LICENCE

From shaping young minds in the classroom to
honing the skills of aspiring athletes on the field,
Richard’s journey from player to coach is marked by
a commitment to nurturing talent and fostering
pathways to success. A coaching tenure that spans
from grassroots to the National League with Otago
United, Richard continues to inspire and empower
players of all ages at Royals in the Southern League.




OUR COACHES

Craig Ferguson

U15 YDL COACH

OFC/ NZF C LICENCE

Craig is a former semi-professional player in
Scotland for 15 years, who moved to NZ in
2011. He played for Caversham Premier team
for 9 years, and Southern United for 6 years
in the NZ Premiership.

Craig has helped coach players within the
Football South Academy for 8 years, ranging
from 13 - 17 years olds, and has been Head
Coach of the Royals U15s YDL team for the
past 2 years.

Tim Horner

OFC/ NZF C LICENCE (B LICENCE PENDING)
With over 100 national league appearances, and
multiple championship victories with
Caversham AFC, Tim's playing career is marked
by success. Transitioning to coaching, he has
led Caversham Men's Southern Premier League
and currently serves as an assistant coach for
Dunedin City Royals, alongside guiding the U16
FOYDA Northern Ireland Super Cup tour side.
Tim’'s commitment and expertise lay the
foundation for a promising football academy
programme, designed to nurture and develop
young talents.

Phil Collings

ROYALS GK ACADEMY COACH

OFC/NZF C LICENCE/ OFC/ NZF GK C LICENCE
Heavily involved with admin with the Royals and his
previous 3 clubs over 30 plus years - loyalty and
culture have been a very important part of the
puzzle when developing a club structure. Phil
played Southern Premier League, and Southern
National Regional League, and coached DCR to the
SPL title in 2022. Phil enjoys seeing our members
develop as individuals on and off the field, and be
the best they can be. As well as holding a OFC/NZF C
Licence, Phil is one of only a handful who have the
OFC/NZF Goalkeeping C Licence in the South Island.

Alex Boomer

ROYALS GK ACADEMY COACH/

ROYALS SOUTHERN LEAGUE GOALKEEPER

Alex has been at the club since he was 6 years old,
playing junior/ youth and working his way up to
Southern League, where he has been the clubs
no.l1 gk since he was 18. He has played in NZ U20
trial games, and was invited to play for Cashmere
Tech in the 2023 National League Championship.
Over the last few years, Alex has coached Royals
junior teams, and has been one of the main
coaches at the Royals x Phoenix Pre Academy
since the partnership began in 2022.
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FEMALE PLAYER PATHWAY
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ROYALS ACADEMY/
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